[Clinical presentation and diagnosis of coronary heart disease].
Coronary artery disease may present as silent ischemia, chronic typical angina pectoris, unstable angina, Prinzmetal angina, acute myocardial infarction, and sudden cardiac death. These manifestations can usually be differentiated by the clinical history. Each of them has its own pathophysiology and, accordingly, therapy and prognosis are different. Myocardial ischemia is common to all of the manifestations and this can be assessed by history taking, ECG stress-testing, ambulatory monitoring, myocardial perfusion scanning, or radionuclide angiography (RNA). The diagnostic accuracy of these diagnostic procedures varies from 70% (history) to 81% (RNA).